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FOOD SAFETY ALERTS 

Nitrite Poppers 
Nitrite poppers, also referred 

to as “poppers”, contain 

chemical substances similar to 

amyl nitrite, which is 

prescribed for the relief of 

chest pain. These products are 

sold as non-food products like 

air fresheners, liquid incense, 

nail polish remover, and 

deodorizers.  

These products are often packaged and labeled in a way that may mislead 

consumers into thinking the poppers are safe and intended to be inhaled or 

ingested by drinking. They may be packaged to resemble energy shots or 

drinks, and labeled with names like: Rush, Super Rush, Jungle Juice, Locker 

Room, Sub-Zero, Iron Horse. FDA has not reviewed these products for safety, 

and they should not be inhaled or ingested.  

There has been an increase in deaths and hospitalizations related to 

intentional ingestion or inhalation of nitrite products for recreational use. 

These products can cause damage to skin and tissues, difficulty breathing, 

dangerous drops in blood pressure, coma and death. For more information on 

nitrite poppers see the FDA Consumer Update. 

Listeria monocytogenes in Ready-to-Eat Chicken 
On July 3rd, 2021, there was a massive recall of approximately 8,955,296 

pounds of ready-to-eat (RTE) chicken products produced by Tyson Foods Inc. 

This was a result of a recent outbreak investigation of Listeria monocytogenes. 

This outbreak included two people from Texas and one from Delaware. All 

three were hospitalized and one death 

occurred in Texas. Clinical isolate dates 

ranged from April 6, 2021 to June 5, 2021. 

The age range of ill people is 60-95 years. All 

three individuals spent the entire incubation 

period either in hospital or long-term care 

facility.  

mailto:tishara.coleman@dshs.texas.gov
https://www.fda.gov/consumers/consumer-updates/nitrite-poppers
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During routine sample collection, the USDA Food Safety and Inspection 

Service (FSIS) collected two precooked chicken samples from two 

establishments that are closely related by whole genome sequencing (WGS) 

to Listeria monocytogenes from ill people who were exposed to chicken 

products before their illness onset.  

Please read more about the FSIS investigation and updates here. 

Cyclosporiasis 

Cyclospora season has begun as of May 1st and will continue through August 

31st. As of July 26, 2021, Texas has 31 cases of cyclosporiasis that are 

domestically acquired with onset dates on/or after May 1, 2021. There are no 

known clusters or outbreaks of illness. Local and regional health departments 

continue to interview cyclosporiasis cases to determine if there is a common 

exposure.  For more information on Cyclospora and how it affects Texas please 

see the Vol. 2 No. 1 TRRT Newsletter. 

 

TRRT TRAINING 

Botulism Webinar  
The Colorado Integrated Food 

Safety Center of Excellence is 

hosting a monthly Botulism 

webinar series, where public 

health professionals learn about 

various aspects of this rare, but 

very serious disease, and the role 

of public health in its 

management. During these 

webinars, federal, state, and local 

public health professionals present on different aspects of botulism, such as 

national trends, challenging outbreaks, notable botulism case investigations, 

and laboratory/treatment aspects of botulism. Please follow this link to 

register for webinars: Botulism Web Series - Center for Public Health Practice.  

mailto:tishara.coleman@dshs.texas.gov
https://www.cdc.gov/pulsenet/pathogens/wgs.html
https://www.fsis.usda.gov/recalls-alerts/tyson-foods-inc.-recalls-ready-eat-chicken-products-due-possible-listeria
https://web-dfsr.s3-us-gov-west-1.amazonaws.com/tx/assets/File/TRRT%20Newsletter%20Vol%202%20No1.pdf
https://coloradosph.cuanschutz.edu/research-and-practice/centers-programs/foodsafety
https://coloradosph.cuanschutz.edu/research-and-practice/centers-programs/foodsafety
https://registrations.publichealthpractice.org/Training/Detail/712
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TRRT Table-top Exercise 
On June 25, 2021, the Texas Rapid Response Team (TRRT) hosted a table-top 

exercise titled How Sweet It Isn’t. The scenario centered around the response 

actions taken when lead-contaminated candy was found at a Texas 

warehouse. There were over 90 participants from Federal, State, Local, and 

Regional jurisdictions, and Regulatory, Laboratory and Epidemiology 

disciplines. This event took place virtually on Microsoft Teams, and was the 

TRRT’s 1st virtual exercise.  

Other Training and Resources 
• FDA has posted a new Rapid Response Teams Program video. The video 

introduces national Rapid Response Teams (RRTs) and explains how 

they collaborate during foodborne illness investigations. More 

information on RRTs can also be found here. 

 

• FoodSHIELD is holding new user orientations every 2nd Friday of the 

month, 2-3 pm CT throughout the rest of the year. Go to 

https://www.foodshield.org  to register. 

• The Region 6 South Central Public Health Training Center provides 

competency-based, practice-focused courses and training. The Training 

Center partners with various public health agencies and organizations 

to achieve a comprehensive regional approach to workforce 

development. 

• Please see the Texas Food Protection Task Force website, Publications 

section, for previous TRRT Newsletter editions. 

 

mailto:tishara.coleman@dshs.texas.gov
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=znC1xyI-cWA
https://www.fda.gov/federal-state-local-tribal-and-territorial-officials/national-integrated-food-safety-system-ifss-programs-and-initiatives/rapid-response-teams-rrts
https://www.foodshield.org/
https://r6phtc.sph.tulane.edu/
https://tx.foodprotectiontaskforce.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=znC1xyI-cWA

