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SALMONELLA ORANIENBURG OUTBREAK  
AFFECTS TEXAS AND THE NATION 

Salmonella Oranienburg Outbreak in Texas 
In September 2021, cases of Salmonella Oranienburg linked genetically were rising quickly 
in Texas. At the time, Texas had 3 out of 11 national restaurant subclusters. There were 
several food items of interest, including jalapeños, onions, limes, tomatoes, and cilantro. 
By September 27, Texas cases had risen to 94 with Texas having 26 percent of all national 
cases.  

The Texas Rapid Response Team (TRRT) activated in order to develop and implement a 
coordinated response structure for the Salmonella Oranienburg foodborne illness 
outbreak, coordinate response activities to maximize efficiency of case reporting and 
traceback efforts, and communicate appropriate information to various agencies on a 
regular schedule. Agencies and divisions involved in the activation include Texas 
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Department of State Health Services (DSHS) Consumer Protection Division, DSHS 
Infectious Disease Services Division - Emerging and Acute Infectious Disease Unit, DSHS 
Regional and Local Health Operations, Office of the Texas State Chemist (OTSC), FDA 
Office of Human and Animal Foods West III, Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA), and 
Texas Local Health Departments. 

The TRRT investigated 6 subclusters linked to 9 different restaurant locations located 
throughout Texas. Over 38 Texas local and regional jurisdictions provided epidemiological 
information to the TRRT pertinent to the outbreak. Most subclusters were associated with 
Mexican-style restaurants with similar menus. This made it difficult to narrow down the 
list of suspect food items. After considering national traceback data from FDA, the TRRT 
decided to focus on cilantro and onions provided to point-of-service locations.  

After much surveillance and epidemiological work, a new subcluster was discovered, linked 
to restaurant locations that did not receive or serve cilantro during the outbreak period. 
This allowed the TRRT to focus traceback efforts on whole onions. With the help of 7 Texas 
Local Health Departments, and Texas DSHS Manufactured Foods Program inspectors, 
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distribution records were collected that indicated the onions came from the Chihuahua 
region of Mexico. 

Soon after the traceback breakthrough, FDA issued a recall announcement for whole raw 
onions (red, yellow, and white) shipped from Chihuahua, Mexico, and distributed by 
ProSource Produce LLC, and Keeler Family Farms. More information on the recall can be 
found here. 

The TRRT demobilized on October 25th, 2021, after a successful activation. At the time of 
deactivation Texas had 158 cases of Salmonella Oranienburg, which had increased to 241 
at the time of this publication. Cases continued to rise after the recall, which may be due 
to the long shelf life of onions. The TRRT has continued to monitor all new cases in the 
event there is a cluster due to a distributor or food establishment that did not remove the 
recalled onions from commerce. 

Salmonella Oranienburg Affects the Nation 
On September 2, 2021, CDC 
identified a national 
outbreak of 20 
Salmonella Oranienburg 
infections. As of October 28, 
2021, 808 people infected 
with the outbreak strain of 
Salmonella Oranienburg had 
been reported from 37 states 
and Puerto Rico. 
Investigations were 
conducted by out-of-state 
agencies and Rapid Response 
Teams. Traceback 
investigations and food 
sampling efforts were shared 
nationally on regularly 
occuring virtual meetings. 

One food sample, collected at a restaurant outside of Texas, tested positive for the 
outbreak strain. A distributor in Texas supplied produce to the out-of-state restaurant. 
FDA investigated that portion of the outbreak. Texas Department of Agriculture and FDA 
conducted a joint investigation on a Texas farm linked to the distributor. Activities included 
collecting information, records and samples. The Texas farm investigation showed that 
the farm was not a source of the outbreak. 

Case Count Map of Salmonella Oranienburg Cases  
Updated 11/16/2022 - CDC 
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For more information on this national Salmonella Oranienburg outbreak, please see the 
CDC Food Safety Alert. 
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